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An Open Lauer:

Friday, October 20, 2000 —

Public Records = Mo

Federal Election Commission - o

999 E Street, NW 5 <

Washingtan, T 204635 " %D
= .

To Whom It May Concern:

Enclosed please find the following:

01. Amended report for the period ending November 23, 1998 which reflect
in-kind contributions ta Federal Congressional candidates Tom Cottar and
Ronald Warren Tahet.

02. Amended report for the period ending December 31, 1998.

03, Amended relgmt for the period ending March 31, 2000which reflect in-kind
contributions t¢ Federal Congressional candidates Clint Engler, Bob Pegram and
Edmeon V. Kaiser,

(4, Amended report for the period ending June 3), 2000.

ns, Amended report for the period ending September 30, 2000.

06. 12 Day Pre-Election report for the penod ending Octeber 18, 2000,
07. Notification of Mulicandidate Status (FEC Form 1M).

We are reporting in-kind eontributions to these candidates at this time in

response to communication with Me. Bradley Litchfield, Associute General
Counsel of the Federal Blection Comimizsion. Sp-eciﬁcufl . our' methadology in
regards 1o these contriputions was derived from a letrer dated May 10, and
reeived via e-mail an May 19, 2000, which was sent by Mr.Litchficld t0 Roberl
Colaco, Nauonal Chairman of Citizens For A Betier America (TM), which is

enclosed with this leiter.
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Faderal Election Commissian
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Friday, October 20, 2000

The issues discussed in the ¢-mail have ﬂ(mftenﬁal to impact reports going back to the first report

fited by Citizens For A Better America in 1992. After an hour long conversation between Mr.

Litchfield and Mr. Colaco when this issue was discussed, Mr, Colaco felf he was still uaclear as to
what extent we need to amend our reparis. Therefore, we are moving toward seeking a formal
Advisory Opinion on this matter as well as other related issues.

QOur question to the Federal Election Commission is: Based on Mr, Litchfield’s letter referenced
above, are we required to file a series of amended reports, including our first re;l.::;:t filed after
begoming & registered noncommected, independent political commitiee on October 31, 19927

Please respond in writing at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,

6 b

Brian Rossling
Treasurer

Robert Colaco

Assistant Treasurer & National Chairmnan

o

Tom {omtar

Ronald Warren Taher
Clint Engler
Bob Pegram
Edmon V. Kaiser,
Bradley Litchfield, Associate General Counsel, F.E.C.

(c)2000 and paid for by Citizens for a Better America(TM) {SM) = Service Mark.
POB 7647, Van Nuys, CA 91408-7647.(B18)757-1776 FECO1020, (TM) = Trademark.




£ Re: Carreelion ad cenfrmation

13

Subject: Re: Correction and confirmation
Page: Frii 15 May 2000 05:17:43 -0400
From: Bradlsy Litchfield <blitchfield{@ifec. gov=
Ta: "Robert Colaco, National Chairman” <colaco@earthlink net> -

You apparently eent me a form e-mail reply saying that you will not download the
woard docutient I seot you a3 an offigial af an agency of the Fadarel Government
because you are concerned that it may hawve a wirus.

Here 1=z the kext of what I sent you on May 3.

FROM MBL on May 10, 2000 ria emall

To: “Robert folace, National Chairman® femlacofearthlink . netk
(it

Bubject: He: Correction abd confimmation

Hare age my views having looked over your ELVers. I will bhe ocut of the office
frem this afterngon untll Monday, May 15.
Heps you can open this Ms Word attachment.

Lata: S5/9,2000
»from NBEL

Colaco

Reviewed your flyera and have coms tao fellewing concluzions and offer thisa
guldance to you.

1 Flyers with codes CHASTGEN and Sample OR Hovembeyr 15933 have no Faderal
candidate references. S¢ Lena of the expenses ta produce and distribute them
newd to be allocated ko parbicular Federal candidates as contributicons in kind.
The expenses should be reportad as opacaklng expendituras of CEA aince it has
only & Federal aceount.

2 Flyers wWith octher codea need 1& hava gore allocahle portion aof the
production apd distributicn expendes ssunted |and reported) as contrikutions in
kind to specifie Federal candidates. ¥ou pravicuely indicated to me that the
CBR cendidate endarsements were developed in coordination or eenaultatbion with
the Tederal candidates whe are endorsed in the flyerar thepefore, the

expendi tures could pot gualify aa independent expsndltures on their behalf.

al CROQQPCAH: page B (of B) represents 1/8 af the entire flyer and
jdentifieas 3 Federal candidates whose ¢lection i3 endorsed apd advecated.  TWe
nen-federal candidates are also mentlioned with equal prominence snd space. A GA
pallot prop iLs also ¢lted and advocakbad, Thersefore, the betnsfit that would he
attributed to each Federal candidate would be 20% 2 1/8 »f the production and
discributien coats for this flyer. That would ba Ene amounkt of the in kind
contribution to each of the 3 Federal candidaCes wha arm adyocated and endorged.
Ta illuetraks the =aleulation: If CBA pald 32400 to produce and distribute this
flyer, then 460 [20% of 5300, which = 1/8 of 52400] would ke the contribution
in kind t% each Faderal candidate. This would b= & total of #1840 in Federal
candidate contributions. The remaining $120 would represent the value of Che
andupsemants for the 2 nen-federal candidates, for a total of %300 for <ne page
of the aight page flyer that sest $2400. The ballet imitiative reference does
not affect the allocatich.

IR0 2 1-33




i e Commection end condirmmison

1of 3

b] CBAYASFl: page & (of B page flyer} ils devoted enticaly te
Congresaional candidate Bordonara in the 2dnd <P af CA. Thus, 1/8 of total
production and distributien expenses for this flyar weuld CER?s contribution im
kind Eo him.

cl CBAYECEN: pages 5 and & [of 2 page flyer i3 devoted bo Congrassional
mandidates and non-federal candidates who are on CBATE o000 JUYS list aa
endargeen for the Nov 1396 general election and who wers seeking elacticn to
sither the 112 Senate of ¥5 House of Reprezentatlves from 23 States. Their oames
ara llated in two linea eéach and non-federal mandidates are included within the
same lizt. Given the large number of Federal and other carndidatas who are named
and alfa the small amcunkt of apace taken by cach name [whether Paderal or other
candidated, I think the henefit to ke dariyed by each temed Federal candidate ia
negligible or minimal. Therefore, [ dontt kelieve a cantribution in kind needs
to be determinead for sach Federal candidate. tEF may treat all of 1ikts
production and discribublen costs for this flyer as operating expenditures, mat
allocable as reportebla in kind coptribuklons to any specific Federal candidate.

d} HNo cods 13 cited for the Wow 33 flyer and it ia divided into B panzls
on a tetal of four pages that are each 10 % by 17 incheg., The 1list of CRA
gndorsed candidates TEOO00 GUYET foineld only Callfommia candidates, hath
Copgressional and Ch State legislature. R separate list titled IKICK OUT THE
BUME? - INCUMBENT LIST 1s @lso split between Cofgressional and Stata legialature
incumbant officeholders in CA. Each list has enly oné line of text giving the
name and seat designaticon of each candidake or officsholder. For the same
reascns digcusxsed in oy abeve, buk with one e=xcaption, CBA does hot need Lo
caleulate an in kind conbribution to bhe Congressional candidates list=ed on its
endnrsea list or to the opponents of its 7Kick sut? Congresaisnal incumbent
1ict. The sxception pertalps to the flysr?s treatment of the CA US Senate race.
Rep. Barbara Boxer is expressaly datogated a3z a U3 Senate candidate and &% an
incurhent Member of Ehe US Hownas; her Senate election oppanent, Herschensohn is
farnred with many affirmatlve and lavdatory refarences to his pollcy positicos
it the centext of his Senate campaigo. Thege referenses {coupled with the
express advosacy gppesing Ms. Bower, hils majer epponent in the Scnate race)
represent electicn influencing suppert for him and Enie coverage extends Lo
approwimately 178 of the Moy 32 flyaer. Therefors, 1/8 of the predoction and
digtribution ceosts for thisg flysr should be allwoated (and reported) ax an in
kind coobpibutien frem CBA te the Herschensohn TS Senate campalgn in 19392

e] CBAREPRI: Foul of the B pages [or B pRpels] gf this fly=r fo<ua o the
presidential primary in 1986 and endoras Patrick Buchanan, urging the repter to
vste for him by name. It also includss aptengive golumn inchkas [hat Comparcs
Buchanan in very favorable terms o hl3 primary elactlon opponenta: Stewre
Forbes, Alan Keyea, Lamar Alexander, Fhil Gramm, and Boeb Dole, There ig also
dergpgaktory wontent that attacks President BLll Clinkon a5 a candidate for
re—elaction in Hewvembar. The endorsement and advecacy of Buchanan together with
the derpgatlen of his primary plection opponents jand his potential epponent in
Movenmpeer] means that ¥ of the productien and disrpibutlon costs for thilis flyar
shounld he allocated and roported &8 an in k¥ind contributicn to Buchanan for the
1996 presidgepntial campsldn.

f) CRAYERNC: 8 page flyer apparthtly distributed after August 11, 1936
and just kefore Ethe ANC convention. Middle ] panels are name listinga of
individuals who had endsrsed Buchanan in the 1536 kepublican presidential
pritary. <eontent of articles calls for BNC conventien te retain a pro-life
pegitien in the RNC platfarm, give speach opportunity te Buchanan and to bnild
unity for Wov general election campaign. Given the timdng and content of thisx
flyar, its coste do not nead Lo ba allocated as contrlpution in kind to a0F
rederal candidate. They would be only oparating eypenditures of CBRA.

g] Praas release dated Feb 4, 2009 mentisis endorsement &f twa capkllidates,
one 4 Congressiconal candidate in 17th ED of Ch, March 7 primery elesctlen. To
excmpt this press rmlease was only distributed to bona fide news media
crganizations, the production and distributlon costs would net be contributicns
in kind to the Congreesional candidate. Teo extent the relepse was prepated for
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* Ré: Coofection #nd confirmation

snd eent to other reciplents, ¥ of the costs abtributable to the preparaticn and
digtribution to those persons would be a conptribution in kind ko Engler, the

congressienal candidate whe ia eéndgeesd in bhe press raleage.
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